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THE" MASlERRE f
CHAPTER XIII.

The aeoer.a ftery Mtn.
KAN DAn.NEl.L, paced beck

ii n. I rm tii in the nilserabte
iuw nhere Harry Wllhcr-i'-

hntl lodged ber and ber
Ms Id pending tbe outcome of his wild
plotting to get possession of Ituth (Ju-
lian's precious papers, fler bandsotna
and cruel face waa clouded with stow
wrath, and sbe clinched ber bsnds
bow ami again till the knuckles were
white.

IHr one thing. Mrs. Daruell loved
lb pi oak Of lift. Physical luxury waa
fccr blRbaet wlah. the goal ot ber loftl-ta- t

ambition. the one price abe had aet
an br aeal. Tlie dull surroundings
abe ImmI beeta forced Ac aeeaftt uauMin-
ed bar. Sbe baled Wllkeraon for mak-
ing bar MMMMortaM

M 4bM be came in, walking Terr
.. . etowlf and quietly, ate turned on Ulm

Ska i wlfcteal
i "TW Mb Out of here:" sbe panted.

"1 wH't stay bere another hour, Itutb
or b Ibttht"

Wfuerson Bincbed. "I'm sorry," he
rasped, "but Drab made a mesa of
the wJbj affair, tba police are after

yfcah and tbat girl got away."
31 Darnell stopped in ber atmoat

walk about tba room and
Stared at Wllkerson with burning ores,
lib rettnwd'her look deoantly. "M
WrMr MM te do all thla It yon bad
4mm ar part long ago and got the
paper when abe waa in your charge,"
he said. "Hat there la no da in cry-- ,
tag over what can t be neipefl.

. At tli(a meanest Drake entered, pre
Bafttlng Mmseif anllenly. lie bad. al-

ready received Wllkenon'a acrid com-t)tatn-

on hla aatnteneaa in failure,
and be eapected nothing less from
JUrs. Darnell, tie waa ready to qalt
tfte conspiracy.
' Jeaa quick Inatinct did not fall her,
ami abe fnstantly smiled on Drake and

' murmured: "Tou poor boyl Mow toll
Hie all about It!"

When he hsd fiulsbet bia relaUon of
tba morning experiences, with much
owpbaals on tbe abootlng and bbi uur-ra-

aacapa from Sing Wah's dan, aba
leaked at bin thoughtfully

"ft waa a madman's scheme." abe
saW. Sbe turned to Wllkerson. "Har-
ry, you used to do things better. Use
your wits' Tbfs isn't tbe desert. Force
won't avail and time b getting abort
We must hart those papers Immediate-
ly and raise tbe money on tbeni and
gat, enough capital ahead to And tba
ojd bWu to tbe mother lode of tbe 'Mas-
ter, Key' mine. Cite your wita!"

For a long moment tbe three of them
stood lu silence. Then Wllkeraon
8!hW sardonically.

"AU right Jean; I think I understand
you. I'll see what I can do today.
Flst I must find out a law things,
ftraktf and I will go together."

"Thanks." shim the young man drily,
yhaia-i- a iiotftm $nt 1 abajnjjad

up. with your pis us and plot."
before Wllkerson could respond with

tba bitter reproaches ready on bis Una
Jrs. Darnell Interposed, curbing her
own unruly temper.

"George." tie said, looking at him
with suddenly soft eyes. "I know just
U(w yiu ffeeU But it means everything
to Me to all of us. I have trusted you

olid If you full me now" She
taraa) out her arms lu a gesture of
pleading. Then sbe came closer U aim
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IVa get my scheme and my man."

aad wbbpercd, "A i d are you goiug to
ghe up the stake tm .no playing for?
yU ii iv lu lifle Willi !mt"'

"T4at inn mill- - hy I should
Mp llnrrr here out with all kinds of

plana. That one of last
urbt nearly did for as nil. If abe

hedu't aacMiieri ns nhe did tbe police
Ajwuld lie at the door now."

John Doer Is a stupid fool." Wllker-t-
.broke la. -- lt' bean aacra lack

tw'a lielpi blm no far. Xobodj ever
yrmrna Banv Wllkerson yet and got
wray with It Old Tom Gallon found

,tfta4 aa"
Jaah Dafttcll cuiuei d at bia feverish

sVaic4 W&uaratood blm. Sbe knew
rcWttnu from tbe thought tbat

m mm Mad IHiiT's dcatb-t- be aud- -

mm saronaa Of fiiKfliiit him alive and
in Mav' rraaclsco hud abukeu bis
Sarv. Ha Would hereafter seek the
(teVkMla ami olmnire waya be knew so
vrH. 0r eyelWn almost closed till
hW was looting at him through mir-ro-

atst. Me seemed satisfied and
taraad to Drake. "Please do It for
fa." aba unjaM naulu. "I know Hnrry
baa some good, safe plnu lu view"
,sVllber'n nodded 'We'll ba baak
BeXara vary lonti. Jenu. Better stay

right bara aa that I cau gat ysu an th
pfenn (T iwcesaary.

"Oh, I'll stay hare!" sba notkatt
"That seems 'to be my fata atMtHfc
where you pnt me."

Re stepped very close to ber aad
looked into bar stormy eyas. "Awl It
t put yon when you most want to ba
In tbe world V

8bo saw tbe passion laming, ns if
tbe man's soul wore on Are. and drew
back fearfully. U'llkeraou understood
that movement and laughed grimly.
8he feared blm. und he feasted oti tba
(errors he Inspired, eveu where he aio
loved.

(

Once out on tbe street. Drake anllen-
ly followed bia compnaton's haul into ft
still lower quarter of tbe totva Una?
with his own thoughts and still shaken
from bis experiences of the morninn.
he did not notice that Wllkerson Wat
evidently on the lookout for Some oae.
Once or twb-- he stopped to tblak.
Onre be greeted an old acquaintance
andarrffed mi a low voiced con verm
rJoaTof which Drake beard nothing ei
iept the name 'Tell" and "he nsunliy
hangs out around Adam's poolroom.''

When Wllkeraon rejoined blu Drake
said peevishly, "Where to now :"

"I've got my scheme and niy m.m "

waa tie reply. "It'll be plain -- .tiling
from ipw en."

A moaaent later Drake ia mii i Im d
to see Wllkerson tep to one side di
rectly Into the path of u pnle faced,
quietly dressed yoaug man of nhout
thirty years of age. The Individual
Stopped, Stared At the man who ti:id so
rudely Interrupted his walk und then
recoiled.

"Harry I" he stammered.
Wllkerson smiled cruelly, but said

nothing. The other repeated tbe name
and went on. 'Are you here? Why are
you here?" o

Mia dread wan so evident tbat Drake
looked at him curiously. It was
strange what n number of queer ac-
quaintances Wllkerson bad and how
deeply most at mesa seemed to fear
him. lie listened latently to bis com-
panion's drawing tones.

"Sea, I'm starry Wllkerson. I waa
looking for yatt. Pctt."

Tee man b addressed ticked his dry ,
lips and essayed u smite. "Long tlsno J

I no ace your be aald in an attempt I

at a Jesting tone. -

"How loug Is It, now V Wllkeraon
said aa If to himself. "You got five
jeara- "-

"For God'a sake. man. be quiet!"
whispered Pail. "1 wrona knows me i

bare, and I'm on tb anDare now loo." i

"You mean the polfco don't knaw
you," grinned Wllkerson. "But, then,
I know you, old sport You wouldn't
say now tbat I wasn't aa obi Mood,
would you?"

Pell grudgingly accepted tbe band
head out and sboak H faeUy.

"We'll Just go to as nice place and
ait down and talk aver old times,"
Wllkerson remarked pleasantly,

"But I've got a date! I'm working
downtown!" protested Pell miserably.

"Working?" denodnded Wllkeraon
mockingly. "Since when has old Sam
Pell been working? Answer! Since
be waa broke." Ha laughed loudly.

"1 came out here to lira on the lev
el." pleaded tbe other, his foxllke face
white with fear.

"Things too hot for you in the tor-
rid east? Welt. I uever went back an
a pal, did I. Sum? And I'm not going
back on you now. I'm going to put
yon in the way of some coin."

At thia point they turned into a small !

Greek cafe and Wllkeraon ordered
coffee all around. When tbey bad been
served and were alone be Introduced
Drake and Pell and remarked to the
former: "flam Pell la known as the
sllckesj man to bia line. Ain't you.
Sam?"

"I ain't working that lay any more."
was. the sulky answer.

Wllkerson leaned across tbe table,
and bts lean face held a very evil ex-
pression on it. "Not working? But
you'd do a turn for an ajd friend,
wouldn't you, 'specially when tbertt's
lots or good, safe money In ttf

As if hypnotised. Pell stared into tbu
durk eyes fixed on bis anCP swallowed
chokingly.

"I knew yoq wonhl," aald Wllkerson.
willfully miainterprettog his ianrtlcw-lat- e

groan. "Now to business, Sam!"
"Henry!" gasped tbe other. "Jljf

name's Henry now. . Don't call me
8am."

"Well, lienry." said Wllktrson sooth-
ingly. "I declare, I do forget nnaaea
ao easily. Now, 1 want to explain my
little proposition. It'a Just in yout
line, Sa lienry."

Pell bit bis Anger nails and squirmed
on bis seat. Bat when tbe man op-
posite blm caaanHy bulled out a heavy
purse and aa be beard tbe clink of
gold he ubatded.

Yery rapidly and curtly Wllkerson
told bun of tbe existence of a bundle
of papers tbat be wished in "recover."
fie Ink) only enough emphasis on their
character to enable Pell to Identify
them on eight and concluded by Bay-
ing: "It'a worth money in your pocket
to locate tbcm and get tbem back,
rind a girl uunjed Ituth Gallon la one
Of the hotels bere. Mae baa tbe pa-

pers."
Pell rose nervously. "Not for me,

Wllkerson."
Wllkerson rose, too, quite undisturb-

ed. "We'll Just walk down tbe street
apiece with you. 8a Henry, and I cau
explain a little more clearly."

The outcome was that half an boar
later Pell took $50 advance from u

uud promised to recover the
papers for him. Re fore tbey parted
the latter made several little Jokes
which Drake could not kcc tbe point
ot but which seemed to make Pell
sick with terror.

"Who U tbat fellow r Drake de-
manded as tbey were returning to
their lodgings.

Hurry Wllkerson laugbed bitterly.
"Tba best hotel worker and second
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iturf nmh Ih America," ha replied
"lnt UtH tost bis nerve."

"I don't like the way we're getting
mixed tip Hdth all sorts of crooks lu
this buaitiesa," said Drtke crossly. "1

weat into tub to oblige Jean and- "- !

"tier yourself," Wllkeraon finished
for blm. "I notice tbat Mrs. Darnell
and I are putting up the coin and do-

ing tbe work so far. Where's your
kick?"

Tile evil spell tbat Wllkeraon lutd
cast over so many weaklings closed
about G serge Drake, and he was silent

Just bow It was that sbe found her-
self again in tba sama room m tbe ho
lei I lath eaakl sot bare told after hot
terrible experiences of the night and
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morning. But Jobn had hurried bar
Into a cab, ordered It driven to tbe
Manx and quickly made arrangements
for Bath to occupy bia room with a
maid bo took after ber.

"All my clothes arc with' tbat horrid '

woman," she whispered.
"I'll riu you out, and then 'we'll tV

ahonnliiff." was thu relolndbk

housekeeper Hath was pnaanly made
presentable for tbe street and .tohu.
lu dry clothes and none tba worse for
hla ducking, met ber In the lobby.

"I bare engaged a taxi by the hour."
be told ber. "1 think It will rest ynu
mere to gat the fresh air and dig
aroond In the shops among the pret-
ties than it will to brood In your vru

'Rtttb hesitated shyly. "Hut 1 bare
ao money, Join." v

"Ob!" ha said blankly, and than a
thought coma to him. "Why, bare 1

am carrying around a lot of tba ranch
money which I was gotngto turn over
to you."

Once In tbe taxi Rutb told blm of
ber experiences from the time abe bad
left the mine. Jobn Itttajied soberly,
chough once la awhile a heavy flush
on bis cheeks betrayed his deep seated
unger at the plotters who had not only
tried to deprivo her of her mine, but
bad tnally rinked ber life and liberty.

"lt ull tbat man Wllkerson," he sa.c
wnen sbe bad liubed. "lie cuusei
your father to make him superintend
ent of tbe mine and then bounded bim
into bis grave. He is your bad ungel,
Uutb. . But I am bere now, and I'll
get busy with Everett and finish
things up. und we'll soon be back at
tbe mine and have things going again."

He answered lur queationa about tbe
altuatlon at tbe "Master Key" ns tact
fully us be could; be realized that ber
nerves were badly shaken. lie woul l

trust to old Tom Kane to hold the fort
lu tbe mountain while be transacted
the aennssry basin ess in Sau Frsu
aiaco.

Ue directed the chauffeur to drive
them through tbe shopping district,
and while Ituth spent several hour in
replenishing her wsrdrobe John sat In
tbe taxi ana" studied things out B,ut !

be wits continually seeing W&Kersoar
dark face before bim, and before they
retamed to therhotel ba bad determin-
ed t" find out where be was and what
ke was doing.

While Ituth went to ber room to
jreas for dinner John sat in tbe lobby
and completed bis plans, lie did not
oliserve a alender, quietly dressed
young man with a very pale faqe, who
aaamtared In and out with an occasfon-a- l

trip to tbe cigar stand to light a
fresh cigarette. It was Henry Pell.

The ex-thi- bad spent tbe day going
from hotel to hotel, searching .the rg-teter- s.

It waa only at last that ba
went to tbe Manx. There be taunt
tbe name "Rutb Gallon" on tbe regis-
ter and below it "Jobn Dorr." This
he reported to Wllkeraon. who aware
luridly, but emphasised tba necessity
of getting bold of tbe papers immedi-
ately.

'jAnd I trust you to do It" be aald
meaningly.

Pell. fliiHbed wltb drugs, nodded
briskly. "I'll get 'em. all right. Har-
ry." he said, but did not add bis in-

most thought, wblcb was that wltb tbe
papers once In bis own possession, h;
could easily get much more from Wll-

keraon than the 1800 ba bad promised.
"When will you have them?" n

went on impatiently.
Pell smiled faintly, but significant I.'.

"I know your address." be remarked.
"I'll deliver them there when I get
tbem."

"But wheu?" grWled the other.
Pell tiickod Ma slgetretie stub into

tba gutter and wftlathML "1 naer
make dates ahead," he said qulttl..
"But It won't be loug."

"Have you your plan all scbi-mi- )

out?"
I'ell winked aud moved off.
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CHAPTER XIV.
The Fifiht on the Roof.

ILKBItSON dttl not follow FellW After all Pell wss ft tkbger
mis customer and a man who
worked secretly and In hla

own way. H was like Wllkerson to
renpet b fellow crook's special meth-
ods and mannerisms. He Iicc lute1
fered with an expert when that expert
was working for him.

lint be couhl not refrain from a tnt-Uv-

glance in the lobby of the hotel.
He saw John Dorr there, still bearing
the bruises ami burns gained lu tbe
wreck of the auto truck. He stared at
brm, for there was eomethnig uncanny
In seeing In the flesh the in:in be bad
thought to have killed. Hien be went
swiftly away, aa Itufli came out of the
elevator and Joined Dorr.

At supper both Ituth and John were
silent, not only from wearlnese, but
because they bad not settled things
yet Kverett hadn't been seen nor any
preparations made for tba raising of
the money needful to improve tbe"Mas-te- r

Key" mine. So by mutual consent
tbey made a short meal of It In the
lobby they sat and talked a little while,
but presently Ituth bad to eonfess that
she was worn out.

"Of course you are," aald John
"I'll tube you tight up and

turn you-'ove- r to ybur roatd. A good
night', relit Willi aat tfou on. your feet
again ,,

"I shall dream of that horrible China-leaK!- ,'

she murmured, shuddering.
"Don't let that worry you," he said

eowfortlfisly. "I have a room right
near ydtltii, aud If you waat help ill
be ibere."

She thanked bim, and together Uiey
entered tbe elevator ami were lifted to
their floor. In tbe hallway Ituth grave-L- r

shook hands and said "Good night"
ioW tried to bold her little band long-
er tban was needful, but sbe shook
bar bead and slipped away to her owii
room. Just down n, short ball. Us
watched ber open tbe door and tnrned
to go to Ills own room when it thought
struck blm, and he called gently.
"Huthr

Sbe came back quietly. "I'm so glad
you called me," abe said, with evident
nervousness. "After all, it's ridiculous
ly early to go to bed. Let's go for a
ride some more."

Tbey went out through Golden Gate
park and after a brief stop on tbe
bright beach came back into town by
way of the Presidio.

Itutb was now quieted, and as tbey
got out at the hotel abe sighed hap-
pily.

"Tbat was beautiful, John," she sabl.
At tbe desk tbe clerk handed John a

note addressed In a crabbed band. lie
tore it open, glanced at tbe contents
and turned to Itbtb. '

"Old Tom Kane got here tonight!"
he exclaimed. "He came while we
were out aud left tbla note for me."

Ituth'a face tit up wonderfully.
"Where li be? Where Is her she de-

manded. "I want to see bun."
At ber door be left her with a hasty

"I'll be right lu aa soon as Tom comes,
Itutb."

"All right!" sbe called back, and
opened her door s be opened his owu.

Sbe paused on tbe threshold st the
sight within. A tall man in a light
mask was delving into the dc.sk and
rummaging among her papers und be-

longings. At tbe sight of her be quick-
ly thrustca bundle of papers into Ills
pocket and slipped toward the open
window. Then Ituth understood and
screamed for help.

John Dorr beard that call and In
three bounds waa in her room. She

'pointed to tbe open window, gasping:
"That way! The thief! Ha atele the
deeds!"

Without a word Dorr leaped to the
window. It opened on a fire escape.
Ue peered down. Ho una Ue looked
up. A alight figure waa mounting
quickly and silently toward tbe roof.

Within another instant Jubn bad
swung himself out on tba bidder and
wns climbing rapidly after tbe un-

known bougebreaker. Ue paid no at-

tention to Itutb's agonized cry after
blm: "John Jobn! Don't go after
blm! He'll hurt your

Helplessly sbe jieered out of tbe win-dow- n

aud saw the two figures going
swiftly up toward tbe crest of the
building. The seconds seemed hours
as she watched. Then ahe saw Jobn
stumble and catch himself. That de-

cided ber. Sbe picked up ber skirts
aud stepped out on the platform her-

self. Then sba gingerly swung her-
self ont on the Iron ladder and com-

menced to climb upward. Sbe saw the
thief reach tbe cornice and crawl over,
then Jobn. Sbe struggled Oil up sob- - ;

blngly. bruising ber tender hands on
tbe rusty rods. Unce or twice she
stopped and called: "Jobn! Jobn I" j

There was no answer.
Then sbo realised tbat there was an-- .

ther on the ladder below her. Sbe
uearly lost ber grip and fell. Surely
It must be some accompUce of the
thief! Sbe hastened ber way up the
bidder, not daslng to look down again.

At hist sbe gamed the cornice, where
tbe ladder bant suddenly outward and
abe must perforce almost bung sus-

pended by her bands. Hut aba man-
aged to surmount tills difficulty and
stumbled forward on tbe roof of the
hotel.

At first glance she saw no one. Tbe
roof waa huge, broken here and there
by skylights and chimneys and s,

Tbe shadows cast by the moon
lay dark aud strange across tbe tarry
gravel.

"John, Jobn!" abe called softly.
Then again, in terror, sbe cried shrilly:

q!
'.At tbait ' tubtitet,. tba ,br-- j

.
V

man slipped from bebigtt' oua
of the cblmnoys and made, toe tbe llr
escape, one reanseu mat ue waa es-- ,

raping. Where was John? Sbe wav
ered. Could be be killed? Sbe cried
fain. "Jobn!"
Bbe stood directly lu the way of tba

sign. iMbltkr, fer th ladder, and be
paused at the eight of that eerie figure.
Tbe hasit&UOn was fatal to hla par-pol- e.

Dart darted across the reef abd
grasped for him. With a swift turn
tbe thief leaped over a skylight and
commenced to run hither and thither,
trying to evatlo John, Who waa not to
Ire pnt off now that Iid bad fun sight
of his quarry. . .

Ituth watched the chase with bands
tensely clasped ever her bosom. She
could not stir from her position in the
full moonlight near the edge ef tbe
roof, nor did abe move when Dorr An-

ally caught lib) wan and tripped blm.
They fell together on tbe roof and

rolled over and over, each trying to
balk tbe ether of a goad hbld. Tbe
fighting was ftirioHe, for Pell, still un-

der the spell of drugs, waa possessed
of tremendeaa atMagth which even
Dorr's bard tnaactaa eeuld not over-
come.

Suddenly ttnth bear n familiar
voice behind bar sariag, "tji be d

if It ain't a tight!" She dhl not
turn. Her eyas were fixed on tbe two
writhing men.

Suddenly Pell started to roll over to-

ward the edge of tbe roof, dragging
John after him. This new danger ap-

palled the girl. Sbe watched with fas-
cinated eyes.
-- John Dorr waa well out of breath by
tblk time and knew his man. It was
a djesperaro struggle, for the thief was
fighting for his freedom and possibly
his life. So DorT settfed down to hold
htm until his wild strength ebbed and
"ie could hiibdle him.

Henry Pell. orKthe other baud, knew
precisely his plight and saw with ex-

actness what would happen to him un-

less be escaped the huice nrms that
tied bim down. Like all men of his
class, he was averse to carrying weap-
ons. Tonight he cursed himself for be--I

a? unarmed. One shot, the flue escape
and away! That being Impossible, he
planned another mode of getting away.
In pursuance of It, he gradually work-
ed himself nearer and nearer to the
escape bidder. If be coukl once get
his 1 mi ride on those Iron rails and swing
blmsetC over, his ussallant must In-

evitably either let go or drop over.
Pell knew tbe steel strength of his
own arms, practiced for years In Just
such tricks.

But the presence of a second man
right in front of tbe' Wider, aa be
perceived through bia blurred eyes,
rendered tbat hope out of the ques-
tion. In desperate fury be kicked
Dorr violently, tore one arm loose aud
drove his bony flst like a bullet into
John's throat

This forced Dorr for tho moment to
let him go. Pell rushed swiftly' toward
the ladder. He was halted by tbe
sight of a perfectly leva) guu held In
the hand of a man who evidently knew
bow to use It. He darted back, and
John caught him again, this time with
ii well directed blow that felled bim.
A second later the thief was helpless,
lying almost at tho very edge of tbe
roof. He was trapped und lie Ttuew It
There was but one thing to do, get
rid of tbe evident e that be had been
thieving. With a tlirt of bis elbow, be
managed to send tbe bundle of papers
which bad fallen out of his pocket
over the copmg and iuto tbe air. Then
he chokedp to Dorr.

"Are you uiad?"
"Mad?" panted Dorr, letting his bold

relax. At this moment Ituth came out
of her stupor aud ran up to tbem. fol
lowed up by nu old man, who had also
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Ruth and the Deeds to the Mine.

come up the fire escape. Knth cried
out, "Jobn!" then "Are you hurt,
John?"

"Itutb!" he gasped. Then bis eyea
lit 0" tlM form behind ber and be
shouted. "Tom kanei"

Bg this time tbe tumult bad attract-
ed attention in tbe hotel and a half
dosen employees and tba boose deteo-tlv- e

emerged from tbe stairway to de-

mand an explanation.
Jobn started to explain, loosening bis

buld ou the priurate thief, when tbe
lutter ttlt'i a quick twist of bis Utbe
body i.v'.'tl hlru elf and darted away.
Dorr iiin.ll after htm instantly.

The 1'liiii.e as a short one. John
caught linn near the edge of Ike roof.
tackled biiu low, and they crashed

feet uu, w spit of bis enptor's cf-

forts to bold ulw help cumc See
tut that Ue was about to escape lilm.
Jvbu made one lut dcMperate cripple,
caught him fairly und threw him lie iv- -

but not iu u Hit rouf

...n,.

'Unwittingly tbey bad got to tbe very
edge of tbe roof In their light and Pell
waa flung clean Into tin air, to fall
iwlftlr to tb street below.

"Hy God!" cried detective, run-ara- g

up and iwering over. "You have
killed blm I"

It took some time to make matters
clear; still longer for the detective to
assure himself of tba truth of Jolin's
statements.

MeanwbMe oflteers from tbe central
station had arrived, called by tbe po-

licemen oh the beat To tbem alao
Dorr had to tell his story.

"Well, tbe fellow was a crook all
right," conceded tbe sergeant "for lie
had plenty of cocaine on him nuil a
little Jimmy."

"It waa an accident, iny throwing
h'n over the edge." John protested. "I

blerely trying to prevent bts es-
cape."

Rath was then interrogated, and aft-
er listening to her story tbe whole par-
ty went down to ber room.

"We'd better see what be got. If any-- '
lug." said tbe detective sergeunt.
tt- - may have taken other things,"

' "What's tho matter at the mine?"

spa fnltcrrd, "but ull I tuw utis the
papers "

"Well, we'll have a look ee iur pa
pens," resiMjudcd tbe detective amiably.

When the otUcers bud goue away
Itutb turned and greeted the co.il. of
the "Master Key" witb unfeigned af-

fection mid delight
"Tom. whatever brought you here)"

sbe demanded at hist.
Kane scratched bis bead und glauc d

hastily at Jobn. Then he looked ut
Ituth, so fair m Ulo moonlight. .11,1

said gently: "Why, Ituthle, 1 jn-- t

tbougbt I couldn't stay away fi Ji.i old
San Francisco wbeb 1 knew you was
here. So 1 came right an."

"And tbe mine?"
"The mine? Why, ain't John told

ye? The boys are already workin' 011

tbat new lead. livery thing is Que: m

don't suppose old Tom Knno v, ou d
nave left If everything hadn't beer nil
right?"

Sbe impulsively threw ber uiuim
about bis neck and bugged bim.

"You are tbe te8t old dear that e er
was. and I have a thousand things to
toil your'

"How did you get up here?" usked
John curiously.

Kane laughed and looked ut lm
rusty hands. , "Tbey toht me Itutb v. .u
In ber room, and wheat 1 got there I
found tbe door open and the wii imv
open,, ani When 1 looked out 1 saw lur
climbing and heard her calling. Ho I
Just sauntered up myself."

"Well," said Jobn, "as Uutb sa s li.
has a thousand things tp tell you. und
meanwhile we'd better be finding out
just what that thief dldsget."

Half an boor biter Itutb looked up
at them wRh tears In her eyes.

"Tim papers are truly goneshe .said
qulellv.

"Well, jHey.sbun't do anybody No
my jjuodt" John snlol comfortingly,
"and now that we bavs) the thief Its

pert to dig out of bin what be did
with them. Don't worry!"

They snj4 good night and left her
lulte cheered ttf).

When hereVoor was closed John mmk!

brh iiy. "Qua Into my room. Tom."
One InaaJb he turned on the old

ook and askeg briefly. "What hroimht
you bore. ta)?" Whit's tbe mutter

t the miner
Kane threw ont bia hands In a

gesture.
"Ml hades th 'tea matter. John." he

'."Id bluntly. "If we Wt work fast
Wllkeraon will have ruined our litiio
strl (n theft. There won't be any
'Master Key' any more!"

tie choked, back a sob. John I io- -r

stared at tba window, ut the light-- , . f
the City below blm uud hbook his II -- r
' Vllkersoii la somewhere down tlm

"'- - his dirty work. I'll Kvt ,,m
it."

cniiuhUc he's got tbe mine In lilt
11 men's bunds." the conk went on

"e left Hill Tuhbs In charge ,,)
W'" Kane choked over the words

".i-ii- t drunken bound fired me fired
, Tom Kane!"

1-- old man's wroth, humiliation.l'i in and sorrow were not rldlcu-- '
ils; In John's eyes. None knew bot-i'- -

than lie the worth uud faithful
1' i of lie old man. He Imi.i nut i.iw

the cook's fiercely.
eps. well have the 'MasterH'trej -' back again, and It'll lie Tom K

JJj tb cook shanty!"
Ah hour later, with the dots Us that

J.'oiu bad ghen In in arranged in his
allnd, John threw himself into bed to
fVIK the lit '111 f ltr.,111.

.4,. MmVm-- , 'UU, UUcf put u.Ag 'titi&i"!
funkine aabL managlug to gel ob hhtlilrbeav

till

II;,
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